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The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, Penn., 

Assay Department, 

March 27, 1884 


Sir: 


I have examined the counterfeit half eagle (no mint mark and dated 1881) received from 
the US. Asst. Treasr. at Boston, and submit the following: 


It is of true type — probably struck from a drop die; deficient in sharpness and relief; color 
bad; reeding fair, through somewhat rough and irregular. It is only 3/10 grain light, but is from 4 
to 7 thousandths of an inch too thick. Stains slightly by acid test. Specific Gravity barely 16 
(should be 17.20). 


By Assay, the gold fineness is 798; the alloy is Silver 38, Copper 153 and 11 parts of 
platinum; the latter serves to bring up the weight without much increasing the size, and taken 
together with general excellence of execution, render it an unusually dangerous counterfeit. 
Value $4.43. 


Very Respectfully 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. Mint 


